
Environmental Conditions in Schools and 
Their Impact on Health and Learning

As students and staff return from holiday break, 
education facilities across the United States are 
resuming full daily use. For millions of people, school 
buildings are where a large part of each day is spent. 
How those buildings perform affects comfort,  
health, and learning, even when concerns are not 
immediately visible.

Many educational facilities operate within buildings 
constructed decades ago. Aging systems, deferred 
maintenance, and competing priorities shape how 
indoor conditions are managed long-term. Decisions 
about where to focus maintenance and investment 
directly influence the environments students and staff 
experience each day.

Research on U.S. school buildings shows wide variation 
in indoor conditions, particularly ventilation and air 
quality. Reviewing environmental conditions at this 
time provides measured data that reflects actual 
performance and supports targeted improvements.

How Does the Academic Calendar Drive 
Maintenance Planning?
This point in the school year often aligns with 
maintenance planning tied to academic calendars. 

Facilities teams review environmental conditions as 
buildings return to full daily use, including materials 
affected by planned work, drinking water performance 
at active fixtures, and indoor air quality once classrooms 
and shared spaces are fully occupied. For those 
managing older buildings, current environmental 
information supports better planning and helps reduce 
the risk of operational disruption.

“Decisions about where to 
focus maintenance and 
investment directly influence 
the environments students 
and staff experience each day, 
making current environmental 
information critical to long-
term planning.”



Environmental Conditions Managed in 
Day-to-Day Operations 
Environmental considerations are part of routine 
facilities management. They surface during scheduled 
maintenance, system upgrades, and renovation work, 
often while buildings remain occupied. Common 
conditions include:

	 •  ��Asbestos-containing materials in flooring, 
insulation, fireproofing, and mechanical areas.

	 •  ��Lead exposure risks associated with older paint, 
plumbing components, and fixtures.

	 •  ��Indoor air quality factors influenced by ventilation 
design, moisture conditions, and occupant density.

Challenges are more likely to appear when work 
begins or when systems are modified without current 
environmental information to guide decisions. When 
these conditions are identified and managed early, 
facilities teams can address them methodically.

The Role of Early Environmental 
Assessment
Industrial hygiene and environmental assessments 
give facilities teams reliable, project-ready information 
before questions escalate or schedules are affected. 
Rather than reacting to complaints or stopping work 
midstream, education facilities can plan maintenance 
and renovations with clearer expectations.

These assessments help facilities teams understand 
existing conditions, confirm where controls are needed, 
and determine how work can proceed safely in occupied 
buildings. Common assessment areas include indoor air 
quality, asbestos and lead, moisture, and drinking water 
quality. Together, these evaluations help managers 
determine where action is required and how to sequence 
work without disrupting classrooms.

 

How Intertek Supports Education 
Facilities Nationwide
Intertek works with education facilities throughout 
the United States to deliver industrial hygiene and 
environmental services that reflect real operating 
conditions. Facilities teams partner with us to evaluate 
conditions before maintenance begins, monitor 
occupied buildings during construction, and maintain 
consistent documentation across campuses.

We support early childhood centers, K–12 schools, 
colleges, and universities nationwide. Our accredited 
laboratories and field specialists provide the measured 
data that facilities teams use to plan work and prioritize 
upgrades.

AIA-Approved Course for Architects
Intertek offers an The American Institute of 
Architects (AIA)-approved continuing education course 
titled Creating Safer Learning Environments: Industrial 
Hygiene Solutions for Educational Facilities. The course 
provides one learning unit with Health, Safety, and 
Welfare (HSW) credit. Click here to take the course.

Additional Resources
For more information on industrial hygiene services for 
schools in the United States, click here. The Intertek PSI 
brochure, which outlines environmental and industrial 
hygiene services for U.S. K-12 and higher education 
facilities, is available for download on the same page.
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Corporate Overview

Who Are We
For over 130 years, Intertek has been at the forefront of innovation in testing laboratories. As a global leader in Total Quality Assurance with 
operations in over 100 countries, we deliver consistent, reliable services with precision, pace, and passion. We are committed to safety, quality, 
and solving client problems by leveraging our vast resources to create unique and e�ective solutions. 

Our Purpose
Bringing quality, safety & 
sustainability to life.

Our Mission
To exceed our customers’ expectations with innovative 
& bespoke Assurance, Testing, Inspection & Certification 
services for their operations & supply chain. Globally. 24/7. 

Northeast Coverage:

Serving the building and construction 
markets from strategically positioned o�ces 
across the Northeast, Intertek provides 
end-to-end solutions, driven by industry-
leading expertise. Our Building & Construction 
division's specialists develop innovative product 
and project solutions spanning architecture, 
engineering, and construction.

Our Vision
To be the world’s most trusted partner for 
Quality Assurance. 

Company Data

NAICS 
541310 - Architectural Services

541330 - Engineering Services

541350 - Building Inspection Services

541380 - Testing Laboratories

541620 - Environmental Consulting 
                       Services

541690 - Other Scientific & Technical 
                       Consulting Services

236220 - Commercial & Institutional 
                        Building Construction             
DUNS Number 
010564375

Licenses / Accreditations / Approvals
Intertek’s international accreditations include
ISO 17025, ISO 17020 and ISO 17065. 
Intertek is recognized or accredited by the following:
American Architectural Manufacturers Association (AAMA)
American Association of State Highway &
Transportation O�cials (AASHTO)
California State Fire Marshall (CSFM)
City of Los Angeles (LADBS)
Florida Building Commission
International Accreditation Service, Inc. (IAS)
Insulating Glass Certification Council (IGCC)
Miami-Dade County, Florida
National Accreditation Management Institute (NAMI)
National Fenestration Rating Council (NFRC)
New York City Department of Buildings (NYCDOB)
New York School Construction Authority (NYCSCA)
Ohio Board of Building Standards
Safety Glazing Certification Council (SGCC)
Sealant, Waterproofing & Restoration (SWR) Institute
Texas Department of Insurance (TDI)
US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
Window & Door Manufacturers Association (WDMA)

Building Product Testing Services
What Types of Products Do We Test?

Cladding
Commercial Kitchen
Ventilation
Curtain Wall
Dampers / Ducts
Deck / Fencing / Rail
Doors / Door Frames
Fenestration
Floors / Ceiling
Furnishings
Glass / Glazing
Hardware

Hearth
HVACR
Insulation
Manufactured Housing
Marine Products
Plumbing
Roofing
Screws, Bolts & Fasteners
Skylights
Storm Shelters
Wall Systems
Weather Barriers
Windows 

Product Certification Services
ETL Mark
The ETL Listed Mark is proof that your product has been independently 
tested and meets the applicable published standard. It is one of North 
America’s most recognized safety certification marks by Authorities Having 
Jurisdiction and now utilized on building products.

Warnock-Hersey Mark
The Warnock Hersey (WH-ETL) Mark is North America’s leading product safety 
and performance mark for a range of products, including Fire Doors and their 
essential Fire Door Field Labeling, Solid Fuel Hearth, and Manufactured Housing. 
This mark signifies a manufacturer's ongoing dedication to product safety, 
performance, and quality. 

Code Compliance Research Report (CCRR)
The ETL Listed Mark is proof that your product has been independently 
tested and meets the applicable published standard. It is one of North 
America’s most recognized safety certification marks by Authorities 
Having Jurisdiction and now utilized on building products.

1.800.WORLDLAB icenter@intertek.com intertek.com/building

1.800.WORLDLAB

icenter@intertek.com

intertek.com/building

LinkedIn Insights  (Issue 002)

Click here to 
subscribe  
to our LinkedIn 
Newsletter

https://www.linkedin.com/company/intertek/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_pulse_read%3ByGnx9R3ATzC8AnHGdGC7qg%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-american-institute-of-architects-aia/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_pulse_read%3ByGnx9R3ATzC8AnHGdGC7qg%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-american-institute-of-architects-aia/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_pulse_read%3ByGnx9R3ATzC8AnHGdGC7qg%3D%3D
https://intertekbuilding.wisetail.com/register.php
https://www.intertek.com/building/industrial-hygiene/schools/
https://www.linkedin.com/newsletters/intertek-building-construction-7228794346911805440/
https://www.linkedin.com/newsletters/intertek-building-construction-7228794346911805440/
https://www.linkedin.com/newsletters/intertek-building-construction-7228794346911805440/
https://www.linkedin.com/newsletters/intertek-building-construction-7228794346911805440/

